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14 What good is it, my brothers and sisters, if someone 

claims to have faith but has no deeds? Can such faith 

save them? 15 Suppose a brother or a sister is without 

clothes and daily food. 16 If one of you says to them, 

“Go in peace; keep warm and well fed,” but does 

nothing about their physical needs, what good is 

it? 17 In the same way, faith by itself, if it is not 

accompanied by action, is dead.

18 But someone will say, “You have faith; I have deeds.”

Show me your faith without deeds, and I will show you 

my faith by my deeds. 19 You believe that there is one 

God. Good! Even the demons believe that—and 

shudder. (NIV)

James 2:14-19



“I’ll pray for you…”

- Don’t just say it. Do it!

- Pray right there with them.

“You just need to be closer to God…”

- How are you helping them?

- Mentor

- Help them seek help

“If I feel led…”

- Don’t be like Moses

- “Oh, my Lord, please send someone else.” – Exodus 4:13

- Be like Isaiah

- “Here I am! Send me.” – Isaiah 6:8

Go In Peace…



20 You foolish person, do you want evidence that faith 

without deeds is useless? 21 Was not our father Abraham 

considered righteous for what he did when he offered his 

son Isaac on the altar? 22 You see that his faith and his 

actions were working together, and his faith was made 

complete by what he did. 23 And the scripture was fulfilled 

that says, “Abraham believed God, and it was credited to 

him as righteousness,” and he was called God’s 

friend. 24 You see that a person is considered righteous by 

what they do and not by faith alone.

25 In the same way, was not even Rahab the prostitute 

considered righteous for what she did when she gave 

lodging to the spies and sent them off in a different 

direction? 26 As the body without the spirit is dead, so faith 

without deeds is dead. (NIV)

James 2:20-26



► 18 years old – began serving

► 20 years old – Senior Pastor

► Salvation Army – 7 years

► President of Living Bible Society – 14 years

► President of International Bible Society – 7 years

► Started 2 international ministries 

►Global Action & Serve Now

► Written 25 books – 26th in progress

► 88 of 195 countries visited

“I fear I have not done enough.”

Modern Evidence - A Man Named Lars



► Accepted Christ at 33 years old

► 4 months later led Alpha

► Became Ministry Admin.

► Coordinated LHCC Carnival, Christmas program

► Started Bible study in home

► Brought family to LHCC

► Two oldest kids baptized in last year

► Constantly tells friends and family about Jesus

“I want to do more.”

Modern Evidence - A Woman Named Laura



- The Church is carried on the backs of the few, 

for the sake of the many

- We are supposed to be the body of Christ – working together

- Romans 12:4-5

The Problem



4 For just as each of us has one body with many 

members, and these members do not all have 

the same function, 5 so in Christ we, though 

many, form one body, and each member 
belongs to all the others.

Romans 12:4-5



- The Church is carried on the backs of the few, 

for the sake of the many

- We are supposed to be the body of Christ – working together

- Romans 12:3-8

- Are you the lame foot? Arthritic hand? Appendix?

- American way of life has seeped in

Consumerism & Selfishness

- How will this church benefit me?

Retirement ≠ Finished

The Problem



“God wants our best, 

deserves our best, 

and demands our best.”

- Francis Chan

Don’t Give God Your Leftovers

 Give Him your best

 Do not be like Cain 

- Genesis 4:3-5

Do Your Best and Strive for Perfection



”You therefore must be perfect,

as your heavenly Father is perfect.” 

– Matthew 5:48 (ESV)

Strive for perfection 

 knowing we cannot reach it

 When we fail, grace is found

Run with endurance

Do Your Best and Strive for Perfection



Faith without works is dead

- Likewise, works without faith is dead

God can use ANYONE

Ask God where you can serve

Do Your Best and Strive for Perfection 

- knowing we cannot reach it

- Grace is found when we fail

So What?


