


WHEN GOD LOCKS THE DOORS

• The Bible has a way of speaking to us 
in any situation we find ourselves in.



WHEN GOD LOCKS THE DOORS

• Many times in the Bible people are 
locked inside:
• Joseph; Potiphar’s wife 

• Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego

• People are fearful for their future

• God uses it for His purposes



WHEN GOD LOCKS THE DOORS

• The Apostle Paul
• Locked inside multiple times

• 2 Cor 11;23 Are they servants of Christ? (I am 
out of my mind to talk like this.) I am more. 
I have worked much harder, been in 
prison more frequently, been flogged 
more severely, and been exposed to 
death again and again. 



PAUL  UNDER HOUSE ARREST

• Acts 28: 14…And so we came to 
Rome. 15 The brothers and sisters 
there had heard that we were 
coming, and they traveled as far as 
the Forum of Appius and the Three 
Taverns to meet us. At the sight of 
these people Paul thanked God and 
was encouraged. 16 When we got to 
Rome, Paul was allowed to live by 
himself, with a soldier to guard him.



PAUL  UNDER HOUSE ARREST

• 30 For two whole years Paul stayed 
there in his own rented house and 
welcomed all who came to see him. 
31 He proclaimed the kingdom of 
God and taught about the Lord 
Jesus Christ—with all boldness and 
without hindrance!



PAUL  UNDER HOUSE ARREST

• Paul was productive
• Likely wrote the letters to 

• Ephesians

• Philippians

• Colossians

• Philemon



PAUL  UNDER HOUSE ARREST

• Paul was relational
• Each guard was chained to him in shifts

• He longed for people to visit

• He sent people to churches as an 
encouragement



PAUL  UNDER HOUSE ARREST

• Paul was bold with the gospel
• Phil 1: 12 Now I want you to know, brothers 

and sisters, that what has happened to 
me has actually served to advance the 
gospel. 13 As a result, it has become clear 
throughout the whole palace guard and to 
everyone else that I am in chains for 
Christ. 14 And because of my chains, most 
of the brothers and sisters have become 
confident in the Lord and dare all the 
more to proclaim the gospel without fear.



PAUL  UNDER HOUSE ARREST

• Paul thought about the future of his call

• He wanted to make the most impact

• He was strategic
• Eph 6:21 Tychicus, the dear brother and 

faithful servant in the Lord, will tell you 
everything, so that you also may know 
how I am and what I am doing. 22 I am 
sending him to you for this very purpose, 
that you may know how we are, and that 
he may encourage you.



PAUL  UNDER HOUSE ARREST

• Paul thought about the future of his call
• 2 Tim 4:1…I give you this charge: 2 Preach the 

word; be prepared in season and out of season; 
correct, rebuke and encourage—with great 
patience and careful instruction…6 For I am 
already being poured out like a drink offering, 
and the time for my departure is near. 7 I have 
fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I 
have kept the faith. 8 Now there is in store for 
me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, 
the righteous Judge, will award to me on that 
day—and not only to me, but also to all who 
have longed for his appearing.



PAUL  UNDER HOUSE ARREST

• People were a disappointment to 
Paul
• 2 Tim 4:9 Do your best to come to me 

quickly, 10 for Demas, because he 
loved this world, has deserted me and 
has gone to Thessalonica. Crescens
has gone to Galatia, and Titus to 
Dalmatia. 11 Only Luke is with me. Get 
Mark and bring him with you, because 
he is helpful to me in my ministry. 



PAUL  UNDER HOUSE ARREST

• Paul relied on people for his needs
• Food was brought by Christians

• 2 Tim 4:12 I sent Tychicus to Ephesus. 13 When 
you come, bring the cloak that I left with 
Carpus at Troas, and my scrolls, 
especially the parchments.



SUMMARY

• Paul was:
• Productive

• Relational

• Bold

• Future oriented/Strategic

• Let down by people

• Reliant on people for his needs



SO WHAT?

• God has locked the doors:
• Some of us are under “house arrest”

• Too much at risk to venture out

• You can consume, or you can produce

• What is your niche? 

• Who do you need to reconnect with?

• What person needs your testimony?
• Write; zoom, facetime, etc.

• Go the extra mile of kindness to those 
who bring your “cloak.”

• Don’t be surprised if people let you down




