


An Overview of the Captivity

⚫A time when taken into captivity against 
their wishes

⚫A long period in captivity

⚫ The people of Judah changed while in 
captivity

⚫ The people were released from captivity 

⚫Serves as an allegory of today’s situation



1. Judah was taken into captivity

⚫ 586  B.C. Babylonian army conquered 

⚫ Infiltrated,

⚫ Attacked,

⚫ “laid low” Jerusalem

⚫ The Jewish people walked from Jerusalem 
to Babylon



Psalm 137 they said, “Sing us 

one of the songs of 

Zion!”

4 How can we sing the 

songs of the 
Lord

while in a foreign land?

5 If I forget you, 
Jerusalem,

may my right hand 

forget its skill.

By the rivers of 

Babylon we sat and 
wept

when we remembered 

Zion.

2 There on the 
poplars

we hung our harps,

3 for there our captors 

asked us for 
songs,

our tormentors 

demanded songs of 
joy;



Psalm 137 ▪ After we were taken 
into captivity we lost 
our joy

▪ We couldn’t sing

▪ We hung up our 
instruments

▪ “We will never 
forget the way it 
was!”

▪ I will always 
remember my home 
city the way it was

6 May my tongue 

cling to the roof of 
my mouth

if I do not remember 

you,

if I do not consider 
Jerusalem

my highest joy.



2. They were told ”Get used to it”

⚫ Jer 29:5 “Build houses and settle down; plant 

gardens and eat what they produce. 6 Marry 

and have sons and daughters; find wives for 

your sons and give your daughters in 

marriage, so that they too may have sons 

and daughters. Increase in number there; do 

not decrease. 7 Also, seek the peace and 

prosperity of the city to which I have carried 

you into exile. Pray to the Lord for it, 
because if it prospers, you too will prosper.”



2. They were told ”Get used to it”

⚫God spoke through Isaiah the prophet to say:

⚫This is going to be a long captivity- 70 yrs

⚫Grow crops; eat their produce

⚫Marry and have kids

⚫Pray for peace for your captor so you can 
have peace

⚫ It will be a long time before you see your 
city the way you remembered it



3. The Jewish people changed 
while in captivity

⚫The language of the Jewish people changed

⚫They accepted the language of the culture 
around them

⚫Their spiritual writings increased

⚫ Ps 85,102,118, 126, 137, and 146-150

⚫Their worship changed

⚫ No longer centered on temple in Jerusalem

⚫ Created small groups, synagogues



4. They returned in stages

⚫ 536 B.C. - returned under Zurrububel

⚫ 458 B.C. – returned under Ezra

⚫ 444 B.C. – returned under Nehemiah

⚫Upon returning: the first thing they did

⚫ Build an Altar

⚫ Worship of God was restored



5. God brought life to His 
spiritually dead people

⚫Ez 37:1 The hand of the Lord was on me, 
and he brought me out by the Spirit of the 
Lord and set me in the middle of a valley; 
it was full of bones. 2 He led me back and 
forth among them, and I saw a great many 
bones on the floor of the valley, bones 
that were very dry. 3 He asked me, “Son of 
man, can these bones live?” I said, 
“Sovereign Lord, you alone know.”



5. God brought life to His 
spiritually dead people

⚫ 4 Then he said to me, “Prophesy to 

these bones and say to them, ‘Dry 

bones, hear the word of the Lord! 

5 This is what the Sovereign Lord says 

to these bones: I will make breath 

together, bone to bone. 8 I looked, and 

tendons and flesh appeared on them 

and skin covered them, but there was 
no breath in them.



5. God brought life to His 
spiritually dead people

⚫ 9 Then he said to me, “Prophesy to the 

breath; prophesy, son of man, and say to 

it, ‘This is what the Sovereign Lord says: 

Come, breath, from the four winds and 

breathe into these slain, that they may 

live.’” 10 So I prophesied as he 

commanded me, and breath entered them; 

they came to life and stood up on their 
feet—a vast army.



5. God brought life to His 
spiritually dead people

⚫ 11 Then he said to me: “Son of man, 

these bones are the people of Israel. 

They say, ‘Our bones are dried up and 

our hope is gone; we are cut off.’ 

12 Therefore prophesy and say to 

them: ‘This is what the Sovereign Lord 

says: My people, I am going to open 

your graves and bring you up from 

them; I will bring you back to the land 
of Israel.



5. God brought life to His 
spiritually dead people

⚫ 13 Then you, my people, will know that 

I am the Lord, when I open your graves 

and bring you up from them. 14 I will 

put my Spirit in you and you will live, 

and I will settle you in your own land. 

Then you will know that I the Lord have 

spoken, and I have done it, declares the 
Lord.’”



5. God brought life to His 
spiritually dead people

⚫ I (God) will bring you back to your land

⚫ I am going to take your dry spirituality

⚫ I am going to add life to  it

⚫You will live and breathe again



6. God did it! They returned!

Ps 126:1 When the Lord restored the 
fortunes of Zion, we were like those who 
dreamed.2 Our mouths were filled with 
laughter, our tongues with songs of joy.

Then it was said among the 
nations, “The Lord has done great 
things for them.” 3 The Lord has done 
great things for us, and we are filled with 
joy.



6. God did it! They returned!

Restore our fortunes,  Lord, like streams 

in the Negev.

5 Those who sow with tears will reap with 

songs of joy.

6 Those who go out weeping, carrying 

seed to sow,

will return with songs of joy, carrying 

sheaves with them.



6. God did it! They returned!

⚫Bringing Sheaves with them;  

⚫ sheaves of grain

⚫Plenty of food

⚫ They came back rejoicing in their prosperity

⚫Bringing in the sheaves; we shall come 
rejoicing, bringing in the sheaves!



The allegory

⚫We were taken into captivity
⚫ Not to a foreign land

⚫ To our own homes

⚫ Forcibly held captive against our wishes

⚫We were sad. 
⚫ Couldn’t sing

⚫ Longed for the way things used to be



The allegory

⚫We prepared for a long captivity
⚫ Got used to new normal

⚫ Masks

⚫ Social distancing

⚫ We changed
⚫ Our language changed; hope to despair, stats

⚫ Spiritual writings increased

⚫ Our worship changed:
⚫ Live feed and Smaller groups: not centralized



The allegory

⚫We will return in stages

⚫ ???

⚫ God will take dryness of prior spirituality

⚫ Add new life

⚫ Put flesh on it: 

⚫ HOW VERY IMPORTANT IS FLESH?



The allegory

⚫ Like Ps 126:

⚫When we return it will be like a dream

⚫ We will laugh

⚫ We will sing songs of joy

⚫ People will say “Isn’t it great what God has 
allowed?”

⚫ We will ask God to restore our fortunes

⚫ For those who mourn, God will bring joy!



So What?

⚫God is present even in our captivity

⚫You may not feel happy; even depressed

⚫ It could be a long time before we can return 
to the way we remember things being

⚫ Remember the good

⚫ Let the bad be changed



So What?

⚫We will return; in stages; there is hope

⚫ If you have been spiritually dry; 

⚫ Let God bring life

⚫ Jesus said “I am the way the truth and the life; 
no man comes to the father but by me.” Jn 10

⚫ Cling to the dream


