People have died or might die
• Where is God in all of this?
• Why didn't God heal my friend or family
member?
• What if they had come to live with me?
• What if they had not gone to the store?
• What if I had not visited them? Maybe I
brought it to them?

People have died or might die
• My loved one is sick
• What if they die? It will be my fault.
– I would never forgive myself.

• Or from a family member:
– I TOLD you not to go to the store. You brought it
home with you.
– I TOLD you not to go to work. You brought it
home with you.

People have died or might die
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• Or from a family member:
– I TOLD you not to go to the store. You brought it
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– I TOLD you not to go to work. You brought it
home with you.

The story
John 11: 21 “Lord,” Martha said to Jesus, “if you had
been here, my brother would not have died. 22 But I
know that even now God will give you whatever
you ask.”
John 11: 32 When Mary reached the place where Jesus
was and saw him, she fell at his feet and said, “Lord,
if you had been here, my brother would not have
died.”
John 11: Jesus called in a loud voice, “Lazarus, come
out!” 44 The dead man came out, his hands and feet
wrapped with strips of linen, and a cloth around his
face.

Handling the
What if’s and
blame

1. What if’s
• Martha complains to Jesus “If you had been
here…”
• Mary complains to Jesus “If you had been
here…”
• Hindsight is always perfect
• If only ________ would have come when I told
him!
• If only __________ would have listened to me

2. Jesus didn’t come
immediately!
So Jesus got blamed

• Martha complains to Jesus “If you had been
here… my brother would not have died”
• Mary complains to Jesus “If you had been here…
my brother would not have died”
• People need to listen to me! It’s life and death!
• We blame others for negative things that
happen

2. Blaming God
• Every long-term believer has had the experience of
praying for something that God appeared not to
grant. As a case in point, let’s return to the story of
my father’s skin cancer. Although he was healed of
this disease, both he and my mother are in heaven
today. Our prayers, regarding subsequent illnesses
did not keep them earthbound when the Lord
called them across the Great Divide. If that is
troubling to the reader. Remember that Lazarus,
whom Jesus miraculously raise from the dead, later
died again. Every person Jesus healed eventually
passed away. It is said that time heals all wounds.
That may be true, but it also wounds all heals.

2. Blaming God
• Consider what life would be like if God
answered ALL the prayers of a Christ follower.

3. Bystanders blamed the
Messiah
•

35 Jesus

wept.
36 Then the Jews said, “See how he loved him!”
37 But some of them said, “Could not he who
opened the eyes of the blind man have kept
this man from dying?”
NIV
• This is similar to “If God is all powerful, why
can’t he keep my beloved from dying?”

There is a tendency to blame built
into all of us
• Blame is to hold responsible; find fault with;
censure: I don't blame you for leaving him.
• People naturally blame others when things
go badly

•

•
•
•
•
•

Gen 3:6 When

the woman saw that the fruit of the tree
was good for food and pleasing to the eye, and also
desirable for gaining wisdom, she took some and ate
it. She also gave some to her husband, who was with
her, and he ate it. …9 But the LORD God called to the
man, “Where are you?”
10 He answered, “I heard you in the garden, and I was
afraid because I was naked; so I hid.”
11 And he said, “Who told you that you were naked?
Have you eaten from the tree that I commanded you
not to eat from?”
12 The man said, “The woman you put here with me—
she gave me some fruit fromÇ√the tree, and I ate it.”
13 Then the LORD God said to the woman, “What is this
you have done?”
The woman said, “The serpent
deceived me, and I
Ç√
ate.”

There is a tendency to blame built
into all of us
• Blame is to hold responsible; find fault with;
censure: I don't blame you for leaving him.
• People naturally blame others when things
go badly
• The bad things that happen are always
someone else's fault
• When you cannot blame others, God seems
the logical choice

4. Is it possible to be “blameless?”
•

2 Peter 3:14 So

then, dear friends, …make
every effort to be found spotless,
blameless and at peace with him.
• “Make every effort”
– Masks
– Social distance
– You cannot control everything in the
environment
– Be smart

4. Is it possible to be “blameless?”
• No!
• The gospel is that Jesus died to forgive…
– Sins against God
– Blunders
– Missteps
– Poor choices
– Sins against people

5. Don’t blame
• When you blame you are looking for
someone who you can saddle the guilt onto.
– The person who's loved one was hit by a drunk
driver naturally blames the driver
– This is the one person you can blame

• At this stage in our science we are unable to
determine how a person contracted the
disease
• You may end up blaming a person who is not
at fault

So What?
• People will let you down
– Writing the history of Living Hope
– Good friends who disappointed me

• You cannot be blameless
– Let the blood of the savior wash over you

• Life, with all it’s complexities, happens
– Why did Jesus wait?
– Dad lay dying, expensive flights, I went

