


A 40 day 
temptation!



• Then Jesus was led by the Spirit into 
the wilderness to be tempted by the 
devil. 2 After fasting forty days and 
forty nights, he was hungry. 3 The 
tempter came to him and said, “If you 
are the Son of God, tell these stones 
to become bread.”4 Jesus answered, 
“It is written: ‘Man shall not live on 
bread alone, but on every word that 
comes from the mouth of God.” 5 Then 
the devil took him to the holy city and 
had him stand on the highest point of 
the temple. 6 “If you are the Son of 
God,” he said, “throw yourself down. 
For it is written:“ ‘He will command 
his angels concerning you,



• and they will lift you up in their 
hands, so that you will not strike your 
foot against a stone.” 7 Jesus 
answered him, “It is also written: ‘Do 
not put the Lord your God to the test.” 
8 Again, the devil took him to a very 
high mountain and showed him all the 
kingdoms of the world and their 
splendor. 9 “All this I will give you,” he 
said, “if you will bow down and 
worship me.”10 Jesus said to him, 
“Away from me, Satan! For it is 
written: ‘Worship the Lord your God, 
and serve him only.’ ”11 Then the devil 
left him, and angels came and 
attended him. NIV



The setting

• Jesus was in the wilderness

• Wilderness: a wild and uncultivated 

region, as of forest or desert, uninhabited 

or inhabited only by wild animals;

• a bewildering mass or collection.



The setting

• Jesus was hungry

• Hunger: the painful sensation or state of 

weakness caused by the need of food:



The setting

• Jesus was in the wilderness
– Wilderness: a wild and uncultivated 

region,

– a bewildering mass.

• Jesus was hungry
– the painful sensation or state of weakness 

caused by need 



The setting

• We are  in a wilderness
– An uncultivated region,

– A bewildering mass.

• We are hungry
– painful sensations

– state of weakness caused by need 

• 40 days



3 ways the devil tempted 
Jesus

• 1. Don’t you want some bread?

• 2. Look at all the wonderful things that 
are out there! You should have it all!

• 3. Stand on the pinnacle of the temple;
– Make a scene; (throw yourself down)

– you will gracefully descend; 

– people will  know that YOU are the messiah and 
will bow down!



3 ways the devil tempts

• 1 John 2:16 For all that is in the world, the 

lust of the flesh and the lust of the eyes 

and the boastful pride of life, is not 

from the Father, but is from the world.  
NASB



3 ways the devil tempted 
Jesus

• 1. Don’t you want 
some bread?

• 2. Look at all the 
wonderful things 
that are out there! I 
will give it all to you!

• 3. Descend from the 
pinnacle of the 
temple;

• THE LUST OF THE 
FLESH

• THE LUST OF THE 
EYES

• THE BOASTFUL 
PRIDE OF LIFE



40 days in the 
“wilderness” of our 
homes produces the 

same temptations



1. The lust of the flesh

• I want what I want!

• I am hedonistic – a pleasure seeker

• I like what I like!

• Give me my needs

• Give me my wants

• Give me my entertainment;
– We had all gotten so used to life being fun

– Eating out, movies, plays, video games, travel



2. The lust of the eyes

• “You deserve a break today!”

• “Have it your way”

• Together: “I deserve to have it my way”

• Credit cards= whatever we want w/o waiting

• No money down; Now- no payments for 90 
days

• Can’t shop except online

• (Amazon prime is taking 3 weeks to deliver)



1. The boastful pride of life

• The ego!

• I’m important!

• LISTEN TO ME!

• Some Households are having fun

• For some this is a nightmare

– The Bible does not condone abuse or 
violence



Prison or monastery
Prison cell

• Bed

• Dresser

• Chair

• Toilet

• Sink

• One change of clothes

Monks room

• Bed

• Dresser

• Chair

• Toilet

• Sink

• One change of clothes

The only difference is attitude!



YOU ARE IN CONTROL OF YOU!

GOD (Positivity)

• I want time with you

• Turn to me

• Release your cares

• Let me care for you

THE DEVIL (Negativity)

• God abandoned you

• Disregard God

• YOU’re in charge Ego!

• You deserve better!

Jesus’ key temptation was to “bow down” 



Jesus’ responses

• “It is written: ‘Man shall not live on bread alone, 

but on every word that comes from the mouth of 

God.

• “It is also written: ‘Do not put the Lord your God 

to the test.

• “Away from me, Satan! For it is written: ‘Worship 

the Lord your God, and serve him only.”

• SEEK WISDOM FROM GOD’S WORD!

• TAKE THE BIBLE OFF THE SHELF!       

READ!



YOUR RESPONSE

• READ THE BIBLE

• Use the Online Bible helps:

– Biblegateway, Youversion, Bible answers, 

– Type in a topic: ie: comfort

– Read the listing of topics it gives

– Not online? Concordance in the back of most study 
Bibles



What is getting to you?

• How is this bewildering mass of the corona 
virus getting to you?

• What is your wilderness? 
– Lack of personal interaction?

– Lack of routine?

– Too many people?

– NO space to flee to?



What is getting to you?

• How is this bewildering mass of the corona 
virus getting to you?

• What is your uncharted wilderness? 
– Lack of personal interaction?

– Lack of routine?

– Too many people?

– NO space to flee to?



So What?
• What is getting to you?

• What are you hungry for?

– Painful sensation inside you

– A state of weakness caused by a need?

• Can you shift your attitude?

– Instead of a prison, make it a retreat

– Give up your longing and embrace your setting.

• Talk to God. What is God trying to teach you?

– Listen to God from the Bible. 



So What? 


