


Recognizing 
the 

Messiah 



1.Recognizing the Messiah 
in the resurrection 

• John 20:15 He asked her, “Woman, why are you 
crying? Who is it you are looking for?” Thinking 
he was the gardener, she said, “Sir, if you have 
carried him away, tell me where you have put him, 
and I will get him.”16 Jesus said to her, “Mary.” 
She turned toward him and cried out in Aramaic, 
“Rabboni!” (which means “Teacher”).17 Jesus 
said, “Do not hold on to me, for I have not yet 
ascended to the Father. Go instead to my brothers 
and tell them, ‘I am ascending to my Father and 
your Father, to my God and your God.’”18 Mary 
Magdalene went to the disciples with the news: “I 
have seen the Lord!”



1.Recognizing the Messiah 
in the resurrection 

• Mary didn’t recognize Jesus

• Once she did, she grabbed him and 
clung to him “Don’t cling to me.”

• She told others



2.Recognizing the Messiah 
when you are hunkered down 

• Jn 20:19 So when it was evening on that 

day, the first day of the week, and when 

the doors were shut where the disciples 

were, for fear of the Jews, Jesus came 

and stood in their midst and said to them, 

“Peace be with you…” NASB

• 26 After eight days His disciples were again 

inside, and Thomas with them. Jesus came, 

the doors having been shut, and stood in 

their midst and said, “Peace be with you.” 



2.Recognizing the Messiah 
when you are hunkered down 

• Here we get the impression that Jesus 
somehow miraculously appeared inside 
the house…

• BOO!

• “Peace be with you!”

• “I’m playing with ya!”



3. Recognizing the Messiah 
on the road to Emmaus 

• Lk 24: 15 As they talked and discussed these 
things with each other, Jesus himself came 
up and walked along with them; 16 but they 
were kept from recognizing him…30 When he 
was at the table with them, he took bread, 
gave thanks, broke it and began to give it to 
them. 31 Then their eyes were opened and 
they recognized him…33 They got up and 
returned at once to Jerusalem. There they 
found the Eleven…saying, “It is true! The 
Lord has risen… NIV



3. Recognizing the Messiah 
on the road to Emmaus 

• Jesus was walking with them

• They didn’t recognize him

• They did a common thing; eat together

• They recognized him

• They told others about him



4. Recognizing the Messiah  
at breakfast

• Jn 21: 12 Jesus said to them, “Come and have 
breakfast.” None of the disciples dared ask 
him, “Who are you?” They knew it was the 
Lord. 13 Jesus came, took the bread and gave 
it to them, and did the same with the fish. 
14 This was now the third time Jesus 
appeared to his disciples after he was raised 
from the dead… 24 This is the disciple who 
testifies to these things and who wrote them 
down. We know that his testimony is true.   
NIV



4. Recognizing the Messiah  
at breakfast

• Jesus ate breakfast proving he was not a 
ghost but instead a real person

• By the third time he appeared they 
recognized him

• John told the world about it in writing 
and all who followed



5. Recognizing the Messiah  
at the ascension

• Acts 1: 7 He said to them: “It is not for you to know 
the times or dates the Father has set by his own 
authority. 8 But you will receive power when the 
Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my 
witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and 
Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.”9 After he 
said this, he was taken up before their very eyes, 
and a cloud hid him from their sight.10 They were 
looking intently up into the sky as he was going, 
when suddenly two men dressed in white stood 
beside them. 11 “Men of Galilee,” they said, “why 
do you stand here looking into the sky? 



5. Recognizing the Messiah  
at the ascension

• Acts 1: This same Jesus, who has been taken from 
you into heaven, will come back in the same way 
you have seen him go into heaven. 12 Then the 
apostles returned to Jerusalem…13 When they 
arrived, they went upstairs to the room where they 
were staying. Those present were Peter, John, 
James and Andrew; Philip and Thomas, 
Bartholomew and Matthew; James son of 
Alphaeus and Simon the Zealot, and Judas son of 
James. 14 They all joined together constantly in 
prayer, along with the women and Mary the mother 
of Jesus, and with his brothers.



5. Recognizing the Messiah  
at the ascension

• The disciples watched Jesus ascend

• They were told to wait for power to tell

• They went back to Jerusalem and told 
the people they prayed with



6. Recognizing the Messiah 
in the second coming 

• Mt 24:36 “But of that day and hour 

no one knows, not even the angels 

of heaven, nor the Son, but the 

Father alone.”

•



6. Recognizing the Messiah 
in the second coming 

• 1 Thes 4:16 For the Lord Himself will 
descend from heaven with a shout, with 
the voice of the archangel and with the 
trumpet of God, and the dead in Christ 
will rise first. 17 Then we who are alive 
and remain will be caught up together 
with them in the clouds to meet the Lord 
in the air, and so we shall always be with 
the Lord. 18 Therefore comfort one 
another with these words. NASB



6. Recognizing the Messiah 
in the second coming 

• KEEP WATCH!

• Jesus, the SAME Messiah will come 
again.

• Therefore comfort one another… tell!



Jesus loves appearing to 
people in the most unlikely  

of circumstances!
• The resurrection- supposing him the gardener

• Hunkered down- Boo!

• Road to Emmaus- Fooled ya! 

• Eating breakfast- I’m real!  I’m not a ghost!

• Lifted up to heaven- Surprise! I can fly!

• Second coming- You didn’t see me coming huh?



7. Recognizing the Messiah 
today in the Corona virus era

• They were only surprised because they 
assumed he was dead and/or gone!

• Jesus is alive! 

• Look for Him!



7. Recognizing the Messiah 
today in the Corona virus era

• Let Jesus make a surprise appearance to 
you! 
– Look for Him in different form than you expect.

– Watch Him stand in your midst when you don’t think 
there is a way for him to do so!

– Wake up! He has walked with you on this path!

– Look for ways that he is proving he is real!

– When something unexpectedly good happens, look 
around for Jesus! 



So What? 
• Jesus is a master of disguise

• He sneaks up and converses with you

• HE IS IN YOUR MIDST AND YOU DON’T 
EVEN RECOGNIZE HIM! 

• Where have you seen Jesus?

• If not at the time, then later?

• When you see him…

• TELL OTHERS!


